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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 

VOL. XXVIII. MARCH 21, 1913. No. 12. 

THE FRIEDMANN TREATMENT FOR TUBERCULOSIS. 

ITS INVESTIGATION BY THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE. 

On March 8 the Secretary of the Treasury, on the recommendation 
of the Surgeon General of the Public Health Service, caused a board 
of medical officers to be detailed to make a thorough investigation of 
Dr. Friedmann's alleged cure for tuberculosis. 

These officers proceeded immediately to New York and arranged 
with Dr. Friedmann for demonstrations of his remedy upon persons 
suffering from tuberculosis. These demonstrations are being car- 
ried on in certain New York hospitals through the courtesy of their 
respective authorities, and will be continued until sufficient informa- 
tion has been obtained for the forming of an opinion as to the merits 
of the treatment. 

Dr. Friedmann has submitted to the board a culture of the bacteria 
which he states are used in his method of treatment. In addition to 
the observation of persons under treatment by Dr. Friedmann, the 
board of officers will make experiments to ascertain whether this cul- 
ture is, as Dr. Friedmann claims, harmless to warm-blooded animals. 

Considerable time will necessarily be required to carry out these 
investigations. The work will be carried on as rapidly as possible. 

In the meantime the public is informed of the inadvisability of 
tuberculous patients traveling long distances in the hope of receiving 
the treatment. Those to whom it is administered for demonstration 
purposes are selected by the hospital authorities from among their 
patients; the number selected constituting only a small proportion of 
available volunteers. 

Certain statements purporting to be expressions of the opinion of 
the board of officers of the Public Health Service carrying on the 
investigation have appeared in the newspapers. These officers have 
expressed no opinion and will not be in position to do so until the 
work has advanced sufficiently far to warrant some conclusion in 
regard to Dr. Friedmann's treatment. 
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